
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Ecology 
The Russian Federation 
 
Re: Changes to Russian Law regarding the allowable discharge of pollutants into 
Lake Baikal 
 
30 March, 2019 
 
To whom it may concern; 
 
I am writing in my capacity as the President-Elect of the Species in Ancient 
Lakes (SIAL) research consortium, and as a research scientist with >40 years 
studying the ancient lakes of the world to strongly protest the planned changes in 
Russian law changing allowable concentrations of chemicals discharged into 
Lake Baikal - including nitrates, phosphates, chloride, and synthetic surface-
active substances from detergents and washing powders. The change in Russian 
law would allow increases by as much as 15 fold. Lake Baikal is famous among 
scientists and the general public alike world wide for its exceptional biodiversity 
and status of the world’s oldest and most diverse freshwater lake. It is a jewel in 
the natural patrimony of Russia and now attracts visitors from around the globe 
because of its unique beauty and importance to the planet. I had the good 
fortune to visit Lake Baikal in 2002 during a SIAL Congress and was able to 
observe firsthand during several dives in the lake just how extraordinary this lake 
is from a biodiversity and conservation perspective. Lake Baikal’s extraordinary 
ecosystem and outstanding water clarity owe their origin and persistence to the 
extremely low nutrient levels the lake experiences. The new relaxation of nutrient 
and pollutant discharge regulations into the lake would severely threaten this 
lake. I urge the Russian Federation to insure that no change is made to allow 
higher nutrient loads into Lake Baikal, so that it persists as the gem that it is 
today for generations to come. 
 
 



Sincerely yours, 

 
Andrew S. Cohen 
Distinguished Professor of Geosciences and Joint Professor of Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology  
University of Arizona 
Tucson, AZ USA 
520-621-4691 
cohen@email.arizona.edu 
 


